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PROLOGUE

Neighborhood revitalization is a constant pro-
cess. It begins and continues in various forms
among public and private sector actors and in-
stitutions. Some neighborhood revitalization ef-
forts are narrowly focused and marginally sup-
ported, others incorporate elaborate public/
private partnerships and pursue comprehensive
goals and policies.

Neighborhoods are not islands. Housing,
transportation, commerce, and socio-cultural ac-
tivities play roles in giving shape and identity to
neighborhoods. These characteristics also trans-
cend neighborhood parameters making
neighborhoods interdependent with processes
and entities of the larger environment.

Articles appearing in this issue utilize diverse
methodologies to provide a sample of perspec-
tives and issues that illuminate activities and ele-
ments of neighborhood revitalization. The man-
uscripts help to expose the field of concern rather
than claiming to exhaust the range of issues.

Scores of manuscripts were submitted for this
special issue on neighborhood revitalization. The
following persons contributed toward reviewing,
editing and giving final form to the issue:

F. Duncan Case (Michigan State Uni-
versity); Judith Stoloff (National Sci-
ence Foundation); Jack Nasar (Ohio
State University); Mary Wallace
Crocker (Memphis State University);
M. Chris Christensen; Cheryl Kun-
berger; Debbie Shell (City Hall, Fort
Wayne, In); Ken Kenny; Karen Olan-
der; Kathy Tepel; Walter Moran (Uni-
versity of Tennessee).
Abraham K. Farkas, Director, Community De-
velopment and Planning Department, City of Fort
Wayne, Indiana.
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